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Dryden. 


The frauds he learn’d In his fanatick years 
Made him uneafy in his lawful gears. 

Stuff. Hanmer. 

If fortune be a woman, fhe is a good wench for this 
gear. Shakefpeare' s Merchant of Venice. 

4. [In Scotland.] Goods or riches : as, he has gear enough. 
Ge'ason. adj. [A word which I find only in Spenfer.] Won- 
derful. 

It to Leeches feemed ftrange and geafon. Hubberd's Tale. 
Geat. n.f [corrupted from jett J The hole through which 
the metal runs into the mold. Mo :< oris Mech. Exer. 

Geck. n.f. [ jeac, a cuckow ; geek , German, a fool; gawk , 
Scottilh.] A bubble eafily impofed upon. Hanmer. 

Why did you fuffer Jachimo to taint his noble heart and 
brain with needlefs jealoufy, and to become th egeek and fcorn 
o’ th’ other’s villany ? Sbakefpeare’s Cymbeline. 

Why have you fuffer’d me to be imprifon’d, 

And made the moll notorious geek and gull 
That e’er invention plaid on ? Shakefp. Twelfth Night. 
To Geck. v. a. [from the noun.] To cheat ; to trick. 

Gee. A term ufed by waggoners to their horfes when they 
would have them go fafter. 

Geese. The plural of goofe. 

Ge'lable. adj. [from gelu, Latin.] What may be congealed 
or concreted into a gelly. 

Ge'latine. \odj. [gelatus, Latin.] Formed into a gelly; 
Gela'tinous. ) vifeous; ftiff and cohefive. 

That pellucid gelatinous fubftance is an excrement caft off 
from the fhoals of fifh that inhabit the main. Woodward. 

You Ihall always fee their eggs laid carefully up in that 
fpermatick gelatine matter, in which they are repofited. Derh. 
To GELD. v. a. preter. gelded or gelt ; part, pafl' gelded or gelt. 

[ gelten , German.] 

1, To caftrate ; to deprive of the power of generation. 

Geld bull-calf and ram-lamb as foon as they fall. Tujfcr. 
Lord Say hath gelded the commonwealth, and made it 
an eunuch. ^ Shakefp. Henry VI. 

2 , To deprive of any eflential part. 

He bears his courfe, and runs me up 
With like advantage on the other fide. 

Gelding th’ oppos’d continent as much 

As on the other fide it takes from you. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

3, To deprive of any thing immodeft, or liable to obje&ion. 

They were diligent enough to make fure work, and to geld 
it fo clearly in fome places that they took away the very man- 
hood of it. Dryderis Preface to Cleomenes. 

Ge'lder. n.f [from geld.] One that performs the ad of 
caftration. 

Geld later with gelders , as many one do, 

And look of a dozen to geld away two. Tuff. Husbandry. 

No fow gelder did blow his horn 
To geld a cat, but cry’d reform. Hudibras , p. i. cant. 2. 

Ge'lder-ROSE. n.f. [ I fuppofe brought from Guelderland.] 
The leaves are like thofe of the maple-tree: the flov/ers 
confift of one leaf, which expands in a circular rofe form, 
and is divided at the top into five parts : thefe are colle&ed in 
form of an umbel, the largeft of which grow on the outfide, 
and are barren ; but thofe in the middle are fruitful, producing 
red berries, in each of which is contained one flat heart- 
Ihaped feed. 

The fpecies are three. If the foil be moift, this plant 
affords a very agreeable profpeft, both in the feafon when it 
is in flower, and alfo in the Autumn, when the fruit is ripe, 
which generally grows in large clufters, and is of a beautiful 
colour. Miller. 

The gelder-rofe is increafed by fuckers and cuttings. Mart. 
Ge'lding. n.f. [from geld.] Any animal caftrated, particu- 
larly an horfe. 

Though naturally there be more males of horfes, bulls or 
rams than females; yet artificially, that is, by making geld- 
ings, oxen and weathers, there are fewer. 

The lord lieutenant may chufe out one of the belt horfes, 
and two of the beft geldings ; for which Ihall be paid one hun- 
dred pounds for the horfe, and fifty pounds a-piece for the 

geldings. r 

GE'LID. adj. [ gelidus , Latin.] Extremely cold 

From the deep ooze and gelid cavern rous’d, e 

Thev flounce. Thomfon s Spring. 

Geli'dity. n.f [from gelid.] Extreme cold. Dtp. 

Ge'lidness. n.f. [from gelid.] Extreme cold. Ditt. 

Ge'lly. n.f. [ gelatus, Latin. ] Any vifeous body; vifci- 
dity ; glue ; gluey fubftance. 

My beft blood turn 

To an infeaed gelly. Shakefpeares Winteris Tale. 

The tapers of the gods, 

The fun and moon, became like waxen globes, 

The {hooting ftars end all in purple gellies , 

And chaos is at hand. Dryden and Lees Oedipus. 

The white of an egg will coagulate by a moderate heat, 
and the hardeft of animal folids are refolvable again into 
oe H; gs Arbuthnot on Aliments. 
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Gelt. n.f. [from geld.] A caftrated animal ; gelding. 

'1 he fpayed gelts they efteem the moft profitable. Mortimer 
Gelt, n.f [corrupted for the fake of rhyme from gilt.l Tin* 
fel ; gilt furface. 

I won her with a girdle of gelt , 

Emboft with bugle about the belt. Spenfer s Paforals 
Gelt. The participle paflive of geld. 

Let the others be gelt for oxen. Mortimeris Husbandry 
GEM. n. f. [ gemma , Latin.] ' 

1. A jewel; a precious ftone of whatever kind. 

Love his fancy drew ; 

And fo to take the gem Urania fought. Sidney 

I faw his bleeding rings, 

Their precious gems new loft, became his guide, 

Led him, begg’d for him, fav’d him from defpair. Shakefp . 
It will feem a hard matter to fhadow a gem , or well pointed 
diamond, that hath many Tides, and to give the luftre where 
it ought. Peacham on Drawino. 

Stones of fmall worth may lie unfeen by day ; 

But night itfelf does the rich gem betray. " " Cowley 

The bafis of all gems is, when pure, wholly diaphanous^ 
and either cryftal or an adamantine matter; but we find the 
diaphaneity of this matter changed, by means of a fine metal- 
lick matter. Woodward. 

2* The firft bud. 

From the joints of thy prolifick Item 
A fwelling knot is raifed, call’d a gem ; 

Whence, in Ihort fpace, itfelf the clufter Ihows, Denham: 
Embolden’d out they come, 

And fwell the gems, and burft the narrow room. Dryden. 

The orchard loves to wave 
With Winter winds, before the gems exert 
Their feeble heads. Phillip!, 

To Gem. v. a. [gemma, Latin.] To adorn, as with jewelsor 
buds. 

To Gem. v.n. [gemmo, Latin.] To put forth the firft 
buds. 

Laft rofe, in dance, the ftately. trees, and fpread 
Their branches; hung with copious fruit ; or gernni d 
Their blofloms. Milt oris Paradife Loft , b. vii. 

Geme'lliparous. adj. [ gemelli and pario, Latin.] Bearing 
twins. J)iS. 

To GE'MINATE. v.a. [ gemino , Latin.] To double. Bit 7 . 
Gemina'tion. n.f [from geminate ] Repetition ; redupli- 
cation. 

Be not afraid of them that kill the body: fear him, which, 
after he hath killed, hath power to caft into hell; yea, I fay 
unto you, a gemination, which the prefent controverfy Ihews 
not to have been caufelefs, fear him. Boyle. 

Ge'miny. n.f. [ gemini , Latin.] Twins; a pair; a brace; a 
couple. 

I have grated upon my good friends for three reprieves for 
you, and your couch-fellow, Nim ; or elfe you had looked 
through the grate, like a geminy of baboons. Shakejteare. 
A geminy of afles fplit, would make juft four of you. Congr. 
Ge'minous. adj. [geminus, Latin.] Double. 

Chriftians have baptized thefe geminous births, and double 
connafcencies, with feveral names, as conceiving in them a 
diftindtion of fouls. Browris Vulgar Errours , b. iii. 

Ge'mmary. adj. [froip ££/».] Pertaining to gems or jewels. 
The principle and gemmary affection is its tranflucency : as 
for irradiancy, which is found in many gems, it is not difeo- 
verable in this. Biowris Vulgar Errours , b. i. c. 2. 

Ge'mmeous. adj. [ gemmeus , Latin.] 

1. Tending to gems. 

Sometimes we find them in th e gemmecus matter itfelf. IVoodiu. 

2. Refembling gems. 

Gemmo'sity. n.f. [ from gem. ] The quality of being a 
jewel. / 

Ge'mote. n.f. The court of the hundred. Obfolete. 
Ge'nder. n.f. [genus, Latin; gendre, French.] 

1. A kind ; a fort. 

Our bodies are our gardens, to the which our wills are 
gardeners ; fo that if we will fupply it with one gender of 
herbs, or diftract it with many, the power and corrigible au- 
thority of this lies in our will. Shakefpeare' s Othello. 

The other motive. 

Why to a publick court I might not go, 

Is the great love the general gender bear me. Shak. Hamlet. 
A fex. 


. rx icA. 

3. [In grammar.] A denomination given to nouns, from their 
being joined with an adje&ive in this or that termination. Clark. 
Cubitus, fometimes cubitum in the neutral gender, fignifies 




the lower part of the arm on which we lean. Arbuthnot \ 

Ulyfles fpeaks of Nauficaa, yet immediately changes the 
words into the mafeuline gender. Notes on the Odyjjey. 

To Ge'nder. v. a. [engenclrer, French.] 

1. To beget. 

2. To produce; to caufe. 

Foolifti and unlearned queftions avoid, knowing that they 
do gender ftrife. 2 Tim. ii- fV 
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To Ge'nder. v. n. To copulate ; to breed. 

A ciftern for foul toads 

To gender in. Shakefpeares Othello. 

Thou Ihalt not let thy cattle gender with a diverfe kind. 

Lev. xix. 19. 

Genealo'gical. adj. [from genealogy.] Pertaining to defeents 
or families; pertaining to the hiftory of the fucceflions of 
houfes. 

Genealogist, n.f. [yneocXoyiu ; genealogijle, French.] He 
who traces defeents. 

GENEA'LOGY. n.f [yjvw' and Ao>^.] Hiftory of the 
fucceflion of families ; enumeration of defeent in order of 
fucceflion ; a pedigree. 

The ancients ranged chaos into feveral regions ; and in that 
order fucceflively rifing one from another, as if it was a pedi- 
gree or genealogy. Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 

Ge'nerable. adj. [from genero, Latin.] That may be pro- 
duced or begotten. 

GENERAL, adj. [ general, French ; generalis, Latin.] 

1. Comprehending many fpecies or individuals; not fpecial ; 
not particular. 

'fo conclude from particulars to generals is a falfe way of 
arguing. Notes to Pope's Odfey. 

2. Lax in fignification ; not reftrained to any fpecial or particu- 
lar import. 

Where the author fpeaks more ftri&Iy and particularly on 
any theme, it will explain the more loofe and general ex- 
preffions. Watts's Improvement of the Mind. 

3. Not reftrained by narrow or diftin&ive limitations. 

A general idea is an idea in the mind, confidered there as 
feparated from time and place, and fo capable to reprefent 
any particular being that is conformable to it. Locke. 

4. Relating to a whole clafs or body of men, or a whole kind 
of any being. 

They, becaufe fome have been admitted without trial, 
make that fault general which is particular. Whit gift e. 

5. Publick ; comprifing the whole. 

Nor would we deign him burial of his men, 

’Till he dilburs’d, at Saint Colmelkill ifle, 

Ten thoufand dollars to our geriral ufe. Shakefp. Macbeth, 

Nor fail’d they to exprefs how much they prais’d, 

That for the general fafety he defpis’d 

His own. Milton's Paradife Loji , b. ii. 

6. Not directed to any fingle obje6E 

If the fame thing be peculiarly evil, that general averfion 
will be turned into a particular hatred againft it. Spratt. 

7. Extenfive, though not univerfal. 

S. Common; ufual. 

I’ve been bold, 

For that I knew it the moft general way. Shakefp. Timon. 

9. General is appended to feveral offices: as, Attorney General, 
Solicitor General, Vicar General. 

General, n.f. 

1. The whole; the totality; the main, without infilling on 
particulars. 

That which makes an a&ion fit to be commanded or for- 
bidden, can be nothing elfe, in general , but its tendency to 
promote or hinder the attainment of fome end. Norris. 

In particulars our knowledge begins, and fo fpreads itfelf 
by degrees to generals. L^cke. 

I have confidered Milton’s Paradife Loft in the fable, the 
chara&ers, the fentiments, and the language ; and have Ihewn 
that he excels, in general, under each of thefe heads. Addifon. 

2. The publick; the intereft of the whole. Not in ufe. 

Neither my place, nor aught I heard of bufinefs. 

Hath raifed me from my bed ; nor doth the general 
1 ake hold on me ; for my particular grief 
Ingluts and fwallows other forrows. Shakefpeare' s Othello 

3 - The vulgar. Not in ufe. 

The play, I remem ber, _ pleafed not the million; ’twas ca- 
vmre to th z general: but it was, as I received it, and others, 
wnofe judgment in fuch matters cried in the top of mine an 
excellent play Shakeffeare' s Hamlet. 

4- [General, Fr.] One that has the command over an army 

h general is one that hath power to command an army. Lot 
1 he generals on the enemy’s fide are inferior to feveral that 
once commanded the French armies. Addifon on the War. 

1 he war s whole art each private foldier knows. 

And with * gen' rat's love of conqueft glows. Addifon 

Generau's S ,mo. n.f [ generalise, Frfnch, from genetl j 

thin office" 6 C ° mmander - h is often rather a title of honour 
prince"""'® 0 " ° f gmeraU Jf ,m was likewife given to the 

the P fame e coe ad name ° f great; ^AlfxanLl'of 

GENERA'uTl TTr 0 "’ 7 s g^ralij, mo of Greece. Brown. 

1 The ftT ; . / French, from^nW.l 

' or particulars. g the qUalit ^ ° f includin S ^ies 

farffieTifthir Cur ‘ of ’ t y of ma "’ a wit doth with peril wade 
earch of things than were convenient, the fame 
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is thereby reftrained unto fuch generalities as, every where of- 
fering themfelves, are apparent to men of the weakeft con- 
ceit. Hooker, b. i. f. 6„ 

Thefe certificates do only in the generality mention the par- 
ties contumacies and difobedience. Aylijfe' s Pat ergon* 

2 . The main body ; the bulk ; the common mafs. 

There is a great neceffity, though not apparent, as not 
extending to the generality, but refting upon private heads. 

Raleigh's Effays • 

By his own principles he excludes from falvation the gene- 
rality of his own church ; that is, all that do not believe upon 
his grounds. Tilhtfn, Sermon 1. 

The generality of the Englifh have fuch a favourable opi- 
nion of treafon, nothing can cure them. Addifon' s Freeholder. 

They publilh their ill-natured difeoveries with a fecret pride, 
and applaud themfelves for the Angularity of their judgment, 
which has found a flaw in what the generality of mankind ad- 
mires. ^ Addifori s Spectator. 

Such treatment has its efFe£t among the generality of thofe 
whofe hands it falls into. Addifori s Spectator. 

The wifeft were diftra£Ied with doubts, while the generality 
wandered without any ruler. Rogers , Sermon 3. 

Generally, adv. [from general.] 

j. In general ; without fpecification or exception. 

I. am not a woman to be touch’d with fo many giddy fancies 
as he hath generally taxed their whole fex withal. Shakefpeare . 

Generally we would not have thofe that read this work of 
SylvaSylvarum, account it ftrange that we have fet down par- 
ticulars untried. Bacon's Natural Hi/lory. 

2. Extenfively, though not univerfally. 

3. Commonly ; frequently. 

4. In the main ; without minute detail ; in the whole taken to- 
gether. 

Generally fpeaking, they live very quietly. Addif Guardian . 
Gener ally fpeaking, they have been gaining ever fince, though 
with frequent interruptions. Swift . 

Ge'ner alness. n.f. [from general.] Wide extent, though 
Ihort of univerfality ; frequency ; commonnefs. 

They had with a general confent, rather fpringing by the 
gener alnefs of the caufe than of any artificial pra&ice, fet 
themfelves in arms. Sidney . 

Ge'ner alty. n.f. [from general.] The whole; the to- 
tality: 

The municipal Jaws of this kingdom are of a vaft: extent, 
and include in their generalty all thofe feveral laws which are 
allowed as the rule of juftice and judicial proceedings. Hale . 

Ge'nerant. n.f. [ generans , Latin.] The begetting or pro- 
ductive power. 

Some believe that the foul is made by God, fome by angels, 
and fome by the generant : whether it be immediately created 
or traduced hath been the great ball of contention to the later 
a S^ s - Glanv. Scefif c. 4; 

In fuch pretended generations the generant or active prin- 
ciple is fuppofed to be the fun, which, being an inanimate 
body, cannot a£t otherwife than by his heat. Ray on theCreat . 

To GE'NERATE. v.a. [genero, Latin.] 

1. To beget; to propagate. 

Thofe creatures which being wild generate feldom, bein* 
tame, generate often. Bacon's Natural Hiflory. 

2. To caufe ; to produce. 

God created the great whales, and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteoufly 

W r atCrS ? enerated by their kinds. Milton's Paradife Loll. 

Or find fome other way to generate 
Mankind. Milton's Paradife LoJl , b. x. /. 804 

bounds are generated where there is no air at all. Bacon 
Whatever generates a quantity of good chyle, mull like- 

r milk r r ■ Jrbuthmt on Aliments. 

Genera tion. n.f. [general, on, French, (tom generate.] 

1. i he act of begetting or producing. 

Seals make excellent impreffions; and fo it may be thoueht 
of founds in their firft generation : but then the dilationof 
them, without any new fealing, Ihews they cannot be im- 
pre ions. Bacon's Natural Hiftory , 

He longer will delay, to hear thee tell y J 

His generation, and the rifing birth 

Tf f wT 7 e / r0m K he r Unap , parent deep ’ mtais P “radife Loti 
If we deduce the feveral races of mankind in the ieveral 

parts of the world from generation, we m«ft imam“ the firft 

numbers of them, who in any place agree upon any civil con 

reprefent. 5 ‘° 35 f ° ^ Heads ° f families whom 'hey 

2. A family; a race. Temple, 

^ , Y ’are a dog. 

dog ? J " y m0ther s of m y generation : what’s lhe, if I be a 

3- Progeny ; offspring. Shakeffeare' s Timon of Athens. 

I he barb’rous Scythian, 

Or he that makes his generation mefles, 

To gorge his appetite, Ihall to my bofom 

Be as well neighbour’d. Shakeffeare'. s King Lear. 
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